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The following is a report of the activities and promotions some Hearing Association branches car-
ried out during Hearing Week; which was held 25th April to 1 May, in conjunction with Pindrop,

NFD, Hearing Dogs, Hearing House.

Hutt Valley: as written by Robyn

Had a display in the Westgate Mall. Received some donations and
sold batteries etc. Also had 6 enquiries about the branch.

Matamata HA: as written by Bridget

Matamata had a very busy Hearing Week. We had a static display
in the window of the Westpac bank in the centre of town, with
telephones and television headsets. We also had displays at the
local hospital and the medical centre, where we had pamphlets and
information for the public to pick up. We thought we would try
this type of display rather than be there in person. The public will
often pick up things of their own free will rather than come face to
face with someone. We also ran a very successful page in the lo-
cal paper, where we had the Ear Nurse, Audiologist and ourselves
advertise, with an article on the changes in ACC and other funding
and a very good interview with one of our local ladies who is help-
ing us with work we are doing at the local marae. She is a great
advocate and has been trying to encourage marae members to
come forward for testing. We have had a great response to these
articles with a huge amount of people wanting free screening tests.
Also several enquiries about the phone and head sets.

Palmerston North HA: as written by Maadi.
We had a display in the local library. Neither Bunnings nor Mitre

10 were interested in having either a manned or static display,
which was disappointing as it was entitled ‘Do It Yourself’.

Gisborne HA : as written by Katy

Gisborne held a sausage sizzle which made a small
profit, and we got to talk to some people and hand out
pamphlets. We even managed to sell a sausage (bread
and all) to a dog! It was great to see our flag out in the
eye of the public. We held a street stall in the main
street and got a donation even though we weren’t ask-
ing for money, with lots of people stopping to take
pamphlets.

We published FAQ (frequently asked questions) in
columns x 2 in the Gisborne Herald. One was about
getting a family member to admit to a hearing loss and
the other was the cost of hearing aids.

We screened the Gael Hannan DVD on Wednesday
and Friday and got a small number of people attending.

We also signed up two new members during this week.
Hastings H A: as written by Joy

Hearing Week—we conducted a stall in our main street
on Wednesday 28th with a display to promote our ser-
vices, which was very successful. Also our treasurer
has pre-recorded a radio broadcast on Radio Kidnap-
pers 1431AM or 104.7FM regarding our organisation
and our services, which will be heard at 12.05pm
Thursday 6th May.
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Paddy and Tracy and their stall at the
Expo

Hearing Association
Incorporated

From the Deep South 0 as written by Paddy Te Pairi

Southland had several activities for Hearing Week. On Tuesday Tracy Henderson, the LIFE Unlim-
ited Hearing Therapist and myself had a stall at the Invercargill Public Library, taking the opportu-
nity to talk to people as they went in and out. Every year the local Disability Resource Centre has a
May day Expo, so we both spent Saturday there. It was a great success with hundreds of people
through. We were extremely busy answering queries, giving advice when needed and showing
people the range of products that we had taken with us. We have already had several phone calls
to date from people who spoke to us there. On Thursday we had a visit from the NZ Relay Field
Officer. We had advertised that she was to be here and fourteen people came along to find out
about this wonderful service and seven signed up before they left. These three activities have
raised our profile in the community as well as giving us the opportunity to let people know what
services we provide.

Ashburton HA: as written by Muriel

A display was set up with posters and pamphlets at the library and in the
centre of the Arcade. It was not manned but we believe it drew a lot of in-
terest. We left pen and paper for contact details and these will be followed

up.
South Canterbury HA: as written by Margaret

During Hearing Week the South Canterbury HA were able to get a full page
in our free weekly newspaper “The Courier” with an article and photo,
along with advertisements by ourselves in conjunction with Hearing Ther-
apy Services and Ear Health Canterbury. This received a good response
from the general public with both face to face and telephone enquiries.

We also put on a static display for the week in the foyer of the Timaru Dis-
trict Library, with lots of handouts being taken by the public.

All in all a very successful week here in Timaru.

Te Awamutu: as written by Barbara

We had a successful stall in town on the 29th, outside Paper Plus, whose
manager kindly allows us space for our stalls. We displayed phones, per-

sonal amplifiers, ringers, hearing aid batteries, cleaning tools, badges and
TV listening devices. It drew a lot of interest, thanks to all our helpers.
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IDEAS FOR FREE OR LOW COST ADVERTISING

Written by Katy Hart

o Local trader magazine

) Pamphlet drop 8 get members to deliver Hearing Association pamphlets in mail
boxes around their area

o Contact all schools asking them to advertise your services in their newsletters 0 alist
of school emails can be found at www.finda.co.nz

. Local Grey Power newsletters
. Local Disability Resource newsletters
. Radio community notice boards
. A letter to the editor in your local newspaper
. Information Centre notice board
. Flyers on notice boards around town
. Flyers at audiology clinics and hospitals.
FROM THE BRANCHES

Unfortunately the Kapiti branch was wound up recently. All chattels have been shared between Horowhenua and
Hutt Associations. The financial assets have been transferred to the Hearing in Kapiti Trust which is planning to
place Oticon Soundfield systems in the schools in the Kapiti Coast district. The committee really regretthe need in
taking this step.

We have a LIFE Unlimited therapist one day a fortnight with no likelihood of any more hours in the future, even
though 1/4 of the population is over 65 yrs. We have 3 audiology practices in the Kapiti Coast and are 1/2 an hour

from Kenepuru’s excellent services, which have a waiting list.

Heather Dawson.

Manawatu HA Wairarapa HA

Manawatu had their annual AGM at the end We have recently moved offices to street level and will
of April. Although there were only a handful be situated within a new pharmacy which recently
of people other than the committee we man- opened in the building.

aged to get another committee member, and

we had a very interesting talk from a local C/- Queen Street Pharmacy

audiologist re the changes surrounding hear- Gawith Burridge Building

ing aid funding. Queen Street

MASTERTON.
They are looking at ways to increase their
finances—ideas welcome.
Carolyn

Maadi Taylor
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FROM THE BRANCHES cont.

Ashburton HA:

They held their AGM recently. President Russell Anstiss welcomed 55 members and our patron, Mayor Bede O’Malley to
the AGM on Friday 30th April and commended our members who are very loyal and supported the committee who enjoy the
work immensely. Sadly 14 members have died during the year and another 12 have left the district, many going into rest
homes in other areas.

Our hospital visitor, Kathleen Vessey, continues to represent our association very well, taking a small pack of fruit to each
member who is in hospital. We do ask that Kathleen, or Muriel be notified when members are in hospital.

Our rooms at the Seniors Centre is well used by Ear Health Canterbury, LIFE Unlimited and Hearing Technology each week
and this has enabled us to keep our subscription at $10 per family.

We were represented at the Hearing Association Special AGM on the 24th April, in Wellington, by Dick Bennet, who gave
his report to the meeting. It is good we were represented and we thank him for giving his time to attend.

The committee will remain the same with the exception of one resignation.

The mayor, Bede O’Malley was guest speaker who covered many topics about what is happening in the district, a good
chance for him to enlighten members on some aspects of concern.

A catered afternoon tea was served and members enjoyed just being able to mingle with others over a cuppa. For many it is a
catch up of friends.
Muriel.

Te Awamutu HA

8th April. AGM and yummy luncheon attended by 32 people. No president at the moment, a new patron, one new member
and everyone else is back on committee. 11 in all. They use the Oticon Front Row Soundfield system so our members “can
hear every word” which is wonderful.

2 May. Talk in the evening, after a nice dinner, to a Presbyterian group, re the HA, its services and assistive listening devices.
10 May. Annual bus trip. 24 people are going to Matamata to see the Firth Tower, and look through the museum. And
maybe window shopping if time allows.

For Sale—one AS7 screening audiometer, about 20 yrs old but still operating well. Hearing testing booth, outside measure-
ments—1.1 x 1 m, height 2.4 m, would fit onto trailer or ute. Cost approx $3000 to make, selling for at least $500, plus
freight costs. Contact the branch.

Barbara

WWW.HEARING.ORG.NZ

Email: enqgiries@hearing.org.nz
Free Phone 0800 23 34 45
Postal enquires

P O Box 1274 Palmerston North
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CHRISTCHURCHH A
Hearing Week Report

As written by Pauline Marshall

As part of Hearing Week Christchurch Branch hired the Philip Carter Family Auditorium at the
Christchurch Art Gallery and invited people to come and hear two interesting speakers, as fol-
lows:

Louise Carroll
National Foundation for Deaf addressing the topic
iNoi se I nduced Hearing Losso

Penny Monteath
Southern Cochlear Implant Programme speaking on
ACochl ear dTmpd alnmportance of Rehabili

We were very pleased to have almost 40 people turn up to hear these speakers. Both ladies
spoke very well and addressed their topics with professional ease. There were many questions
afterwards indicating that people were very interested in the topics and in fact we had to stop
guestions as we were running out of time.

It was encouraging to hear that many were concerned about Noise Induced Hearing Loss affect-
ing their children and grandchildren, and that they wanted to know how best to get the message
across to them. Louise provided them with
take back to family members who up to now have not paid heed to their warnings re hearing
dangers.

Pennyds talk was also well received and man
may benefit them or a family member. Others were able to have their fears allayed regarding
the process and the actual operation. One lady in particular had been putting off following the
process through as she had been misinformed about part of the procedure. She left feeling very
encouraged and hopeful for her own hearing future.

All this was of course encouraging for us as it is always a bit of a gamble when you host an
event like this as to whether anyone will actually turn up.

We certainly appreciated the expertise of Louise and Penny and it was indeed a worthwhile
event.

Our local TV station, Canterbury TV interviewed Louise on their morning show and again during
the evening news. Louise was able to highlight NIHL issues as well as promoting the need for
youngsters to wear hearing protection while parents are using noisy power tools in their vicinity.

007 30 branches nation-wide.
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Check out our website; go to Locations page

for a branch near you.
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