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put to good use. 
 

This whole exercise 

took much planning 

and coordinating and 

could not have been 

done without the in-

put of a great team of 

volunteers. We were 

also helped out by a 

group of Lions and 

Lioness’s who acted 

as roaming ushers 

throughout the park.  

 

Our sincere thanks to 

all. 

 

 

 

By Ana  Parkes 

Manager—Nelson HA. 

We were very excited in 
December when we 
were selected by 
Biopaints and the Nel-
son City Council as the 
recipient charity for do-
nations received at the 
Nelson Opera in the 
Park event on 13

th
 Feb-

ruary. This turned into a 
wonderful opportunity 
for us to promote our 
organisation and raise 
awareness of issues 
relating to hearing loss. 
On the weekend prior 
to the Opera we took to 
the streets giving away 
balloons and flyers pro-
moting the event. We 
also distributed hun-
dreds of brochures with 
free ear plugs aimed at 
raising awareness of 
the need to protect your 
hearing at a young age 
to avoid hearing dam-
age. These were par-
ticularly aimed at 
younger people and fo-
cussed on the dangers 
of listening to music too 
loud for too long.   
 
On the night of the 
event, our role was to 

be on the gates guid-
ing people in and col-
lecting donations. 
Considering a crowd 
of about 15,000 
turned up, this was 
no mean feat. Thanks 
to the generosity of 
the crowd, we col-
lected $10,000. Our 
first priority will be to 
purchase a new Ul-
t ravac  mach ine 
meaning that we can 
have one at Hearing 
House at all times as 
well as being able to 
have one available 
for community clinics 
or rest home visits. At 
the time of writing, we 
have not yet decided 
how remaining funds 
will be used but can 
assure you it will be 

National Newsletter 

Opera in the Park 

OPERA IN THE PARKñNELSON 

Hearing Week  
 

Begins April 25th and will 

run in conjunction with 

NFD, Pindrop, Hearing 

House, Hearing Dogs, etc. 

 

Details of activities will be 

posted on the website under 

news items. 



 

There is a pharmaceutical company 

wanting to talk to adults who have had 

glue ear and/or repeat ear infections 

when they were children, particularly if 

those conditions had an impact on their 

schooling etc.  The company would like 

to talk to these people to get an under-

standing of the long-tem effect of these 

conditions. 

The company, GlaxoSmithKline, has 

developed a vaccine targeting diseases 

such as meningitis, and have found that 

a side benefit is the effect it has on glue 

ear and other infections.  It is working to 

get the vaccine accepted by the govern-

ment programmes.          

It wants to understand the personal, 

clinical and economic impact of child-

hood ear infections to support itõs case, 

on the basis that anything that reduces 

these conditions and their impact  has 

long-term benefit. 

If anyone can help could they contact: 

Sarah Nathan on : 

09 367 2953, or 021 241 7022 

Sarah.j.nathan@gsk.com                           

loops. He was inspired by Dick Earle 

and Chris Peters. Dick did some re-

search on sensitivity of hearing aid 

coils to the magnetic field from the 

loop. Right up his street. Chris pushed 

for the legislation and got the jigsaw 

finalized with the addition of audio 

loops etc as a specified system. The 

various legislation makes it manda-

tory that such equipment had to be 

installed in all buildings which could 

be used by the disabled - and 

'disabled' clearly includes the hearing 

impaired as it is a sensory disable-

ment. Thus from the time in any en-

actment in the past even possibly be-

fore the 1992 Building Code, it is en-

shrined that such equipment must be 

installed. If there is enough persever-

ance from the HA or NFD or both 

then all buildings which the public use 

and require communication should 

have loops or other assistive listening 

devices such as infrared. In some 

cases audio loops are not suitable as 

they can be heard well outside the 

space looped.  Courtrooms are a case 

in point.  If the owners of such build-

ings do not provide Audio Loops or 

other assistive listening devices, they 

can be fined up to $20,000. The num-

ber of buildings would run into many 

hundreds of thousands. Europe has 

gone a long way with loops and they 

are in all banks, booking desks, infor-

mation counters etc, even taxis, and 

most halls. We should be the same. 

  

Bobôs efforts in sending out a ñPaperò  

some time ago to all Member Asso-

ciations on ñHow to Promoteò, which 

includes the essential legislation, and 

also becoming an IQP for 12 months 

has stimulated other areas to get go-

ing. He has had enquiries not only 

from Christchurch CC, also Hokitika's 

theatre, Blenheim Masonic Centre, 

Silverstream church in Upper Hutt, 

Hamilton HA, and progressed 18 

loops in Blenheim alone. 

Hearing Association people with expert knowledge. 

BOB TAYLOR Marlborough.  

Audio loops or other assistive listening devices 

 

From the Metropolitan Community 

Advisor, Christchurch City Coun-

cil. 

ñThanks everyone for your assistance 

with the information on Hearing 

Loops.  I was advised today that a 

decision has been made that the hear-

ing loops will be installed as per the 

proposal, which is fantastic newsò.   

 

How did this happen?  A few weeks 

ago the Christchurch Hearing Asso-

ciation was approached by the City 

Council for advice on the proposed 

looping of sections in the new Town 

Hall.  Immediately we contacted Bob 

Taylor who is an expert on Audio 

Loop matters. Bob Taylor and Karen 

of the Christchurch City Council soon 

sorted out things resulting in the 

ñthanksò above. 

 

Bob Taylor has made it a dedication 

for his last major effort in the Hearing 

Association (HA) to promote audio 

Can anyone help with the above? 
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Not only has Bob promoted audio loops he is technically able to offer advice.  Member Associations are therefore fortunate to be 

able to approach Bob for assistance.  Bobôs email address is glentaylor@xtra.co.nz 

   

 

Bob has been on the Hearing Association Marlborough Committee for 23 years. President for 13 years. President and Treasurer 

of the old Central North Island Region for 6 years. On the National Executive for 3 years. Been to most of the Conferences. Or-

ganised the 1991 conference in Blenheim and contributed to hearing loss in a practical and positive way for many years. 

 

There are others, such as Bob, who have been associated with the Hearing Association for many years. These people have 

knowledge and experience to call upon.  

 

Prepared by Bob Abbott. 

14 November 2009. 

We have to hold 2 meetings to 

end our Association. 
 

the second meeting is  
 

Special General Meeting   
 

Tuesday 27th April  at 2pm at 

the Paraparaumu Library Meeting 
room.  

 
For both meetings;  RSVP and 

transport enquiries please contact 

Heather Dawson 04 902 1866, or 
Email dawsonjh@paradise.net.nz  

Kapiti  

Kapiti HA is facing closure if a 

new committee cannot be found. 

There  is to be an 

AGM 

On Friday 26 March at 2pm 
at the Paraparaumu Library 

Meeting Room.   

Auckland  
 

Henrietta Wilkinson has recently been 

appointed as head volunteer.  She is cur-

rently recruiting volunteers to speak to 

local groups about hearing loss.  They 

also intend to hold talks in the Associa-

tion rooms at   

8 St Vincent Ave, Remuera. 

. 

FROM THE BRANCHES 

Hamilton 
 

Hamilton have recently received notifi-

cation that, after 27 yrs and for financial 

reasons, the LIFE therapists will be 

vacating the HA premises shortly.  As 

the Therapists will not then have access 

to second hand hearing aids, the Ultra 

Vac machine or the range of HA pro-

vided devices, clients will be referred 

by the Therapists back to the HA Ham-

ilton rooms.  Hamilton are currently 

advertising for new tenants 
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Hearing Association People with Expert Knowledgeñcont... 

Te Awamutu 
 

Have moved rooms and are now to be 

found at  -  

Heritage House, 477 Alexandra St.  

Sharing premises with Before & After 

School Care and Triton Hearing Clinic.  

Gisborne 
Office is now open five days a weekð

Katy will be there Mon-Wed, and the 

new staff member Anna on Thurs and 

Fri. 9amð1pm 

Hamilton CCðrecently voted to 

adopt recommendations to consider 

sound amplification systems in key 

public buildings as a ófunded pro-

jectô in the 2012-22 Long Term 

Council Community Plan.  The 

council had been guided by  Hamil-

ton HAòs submission to the 2009-19 

LTCCP, which had prompted the 

investigation. 

MEET ANNA CHATFIELD  

 

My name is Anna Chatfield and I have 

joined the Hearing Association in Gis-

borne as a part time office clerk.  I am 

married with two children aged 18 

years and 14 years respectively.  I 

have previously held part time clerical 

positions in Gisborne as this allows 

me to be available for my family and 

continue the volunteer work that re-

mains important to me.  I am a Board 

of Trustees member at our childrenôs 

previous primary school and sit on 

Boardôs locally and regionally for 

rowing.  

I look forward to becoming part of the 

Hearing Association family and will 

endeavour to give my best to the asso-

ciation and the public it represents.   

mailto:dawsonjh@paradise.net.nz


 

Email: enqiries@hearing.org.nz 

Free Phone  0800 23 34 45 

Postal enquires 

P O Box 1274 Palmerston North 

The History of the Hearing Association (Auckland) Inc  

ex The League for the Hard of Hearing 
 

 

I suppose you could say this is where and when it all started. 

 

It all began back in the middle of the great depression. Mrs. Ethel Hurd ïWood had a hard of hearing child and in about 1930 

could not find any help or advice on how to help the child. Because she had heard of the same problem happening to the well-

known actor Spencer Tracey she travelled to Los Angeles and studied the workings of the Spencer Tracey Clinic which had 

been set up for deaf children. 

 

On Ethelôs return to Auckland she considered that more should be done for all those with hearing problems. She talked around 

the charitable area in Auckland, culminating in a Public Meeting in the Town Hall in 1932. Amongst those present at that 

meeting were three other people who had an influence on the development of the charitable organisation that arose out of that 

meeting. This organisation was the NZ League for the Hard of Hearing (Inc), and was set up following this meeting. 

 

In 1976 in keeping with modern trends and to modernise this organization the name was changed to the Hearing Association 

Incorporated. 

 

About 1936 the Auckland Branch was formed and other branches followed shortly there after. 

 

The next big events for the NZ League of the Hard of Hearing occurred in 1948 just after the war and these laid down the de-

velopmental pathway for the next forty years. In retrospect one must consider that the League at that time had political influ-

ence and this was evident when Sir Ronald Algie, Member of Parliament came onto the board. He was Minister of Education 

at the time. He made a directive to the Department of Education to provide the salaries for lip-reading teachers employed by 

the NZ League for the Hard of Hearing. This was acted upon. 

 

The second event that happened in 1948 was the introduction of the Hearing Aid Subsidy through Social Welfare. This meant 

that 90% of people requiring Hearing Aids and who obtained them through the Public Hospital Hearing Aid Clinics received 

the Aid at no Cost. In 1948 the subsidy was 13 pounds and was reduced in 1949 to 12 pounds. It was raised some 30 years 

later to 70 dollars and in 1981 to 80 dollars, by this time Hearing Aids cost $300. 

 

When Ethel Hurd-Wood died in the 1950ôs she left her wonderful two storey house to the League for the Hard of Hearing as 

her child had died before her and she had no one to leave it too. It was converted into a home for the hard of hearing young 

adult and they lived upstairs with a Matron and were schooled on the ground floor with lip reading classes and other help that 

they would require to communicate effectively in the hearing world. Sadly with the event of new technology in the Hearing 

Aid field and other communications pertaining to the hard of hearing the school was closed in the 1970ôs and the house was 

turned into a working community House called The Hearing Association (Auckland) Inc offering help to all with hearing loss. 

 

Elaine Turner 

Hearing Association (Auckland) Inc 
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Frontline conference 2010  

Southland Branch are hosting 2010ôs Frontline Conference in Invercargill. 

 

They are pleased to be organising the 2nd National frontline Conference to be held in the 

Hearing Association rooms in Invercargill on the 7th and 8th October. 

 

We are currently looking at options for the programme and will have these out to branches 

as soon as possible.  An important part of any Frontline Conference is time for sharing 

ideas, etc  and this will certainly be part of the programme. 

 

Some branches have indicated that, as their staff may not have been to the deep south, they 

may come down a day earlier to do a tiki tour of Invercargill and the surrounding areas.  We 

are happy to look at this option for anyone. 

 

Paddy Te Pairi 

Office Manager/Field Officer 

Southland. 

Progress Report on ACC, Relay and Civil Defence Submissions:  

By John HardwoodðHA Communications Person 

ACC ThresholdðI joined with representatives from NFD, Audiology and Oticon to meet a Parliamentary Select Committee in 

Wellington.  We all felt the meeting went very well.  To keep the public informed I was asked to do an interview on Mainland 

TV in Nelson.  The results of the meeting are due out soon.  In the meantime I have met with the Minister Nick Smith and have 

had some discussion with him. 

 

The Select Committee  reported to Parliament  12th or 15th Feb.  They completely neglected  the submission made and are rec-

ommending a 6% threshold for work place hearing loss.  The group worked on a media release in response. 

 

CAPTELð Thanks to all those who took time to support this, it was the last opportunity for another five years.  There were 78 

submissions but not all from HA members.  I was looking at 4%  per association but the figures showed less than 2%. 

 

CIVIL DEFENCE ðI will be working with Chris Peters on CD issues.  They will centre around the problems of notifying hear-

ing impaired people of an emergency.  Thank you to those who sent in ideas.  This came about in response to an email from ei-

ther Chris Peters or Katy in Gisborne after Samoaôs tsunami. 

 

The following are ideas put forward by  Member  Associations. 

 

Intermittent still notices on T.V , which interrupt the programmes 

A buddy system where a hearing person or neighbour  visits a person known to have a hearing  problem 

Data base held at civil defence alert  system based on neighbourhood watchðsupported by text and e-mail- sending an auto-

matic response. Ever hearing impaired or Deaf person must register and have access to either text, e-mail or a buddy. 

Word of mouth-coming together as a community - easier in smaller cities-radio messages pushes everyone to tell as many people 

as they can. 

 Have street lights flashing on and off 

Smart Meters that Meridian are installingðhave some sort of alerting system attached 

A website that hearing impaired can register on , and the Police or civil defence can access 

Tauranga have sirens on coastal strip. Not many people heard them due to location , so no use to hearing impaired 

Whakatane Disability Support Trust contacted all disabled people on their books. 

They enlisted the services, of several people to assist with the telephoning. Within 2 hours they had contacted everyone and 

made sure of their safety 

Sirens, radio , TV or driving by with loud hailers do not work, personel contact is the only way 

There are over 400,000 with hearing problems and only about 9,000 are members of the Hearing Ass or the Deaf Ass.  This 

leaves a big problem for personel contact 

 

This is a huge problem, so if there is anything you can add to help ,both your selves and civil defence we would like to hear from 

you 
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